VTP Configuration Guidelines
Follow these steps to configure a Cisco Catalyst switch to use VTP successfully:

VTP Server Switches
i. Before you begin configuration, ensure that all of the switches are set to their default settings.

ii. Always reset the configuration revision number before installing a previously configured switch into a VTP domain. Not resetting the configuration revision number allows for potential disruption in the VLAN configuration across the rest of the switches in the VTP domain.

iii. Configure at least two VTP server switches in your network. Because only server switches can create, delete, and modify VLANs, you should make sure that you have one backup VTP server in case the primary VTP server becomes disabled. If all the switches in the network are configured in VTP client mode, you cannot create new VLANs on the network.

iv. Configure a VTP domain on the VTP server. Configuring the VTP domain on the first switch enables VTP to start advertising VLAN information. Other switches connected through trunk links receive the VTP domain information automatically through VTP advertisements.

v. If there is an existing VTP domain, make sure that you match the name exactly. VTP domain names are case-sensitive.

vi. If you are configuring a VTP password, ensure that the same password is set on all switches in the domain that need to be able to exchange VTP information. Switches without a password or with the wrong password reject VTP advertisements.

vii. Ensure that all switches are configured to use the same VTP protocol version. VTP version 1 is not compatible with VTP version 2. By default, Cisco Catalyst 2960 switches run version 1 but are capable of running version 2. When the VTP version is set to version 2, all version 2 capable switches in the domain autoconfigure to use version 2 through the VTP announcement process. Any version 1-only switches cannot participate in the VTP domain after that point.

viii. Create the VLAN after you have enabled VTP on the VTP server. VLANs created before you enable VTP are removed. Always ensure that trunk ports are configured to interconnect switches in a VTP domain. VTP information is only exchanged on trunk ports.

VTP Client Switches
i. As on the VTP server switch, confirm that the default settings are present.

ii. Configure VTP client mode. Recall that the switch is not in VTP client mode by default. You have to configure this mode.

iii. Configure trunks. VTP works over trunk links. 

iv. Connect to a VTP server. When you connect to a VTP server or another VTP-enabled switch, it takes a few moments for the various advertisements to make their way back and forth to the VTP server.

v. Verify VTP status. Before you begin configuring the access ports, confirm that the revision mode and number of VLANs have been updated.

vi. Configure access ports. When a switch is in VTP client mode, you cannot add new VLANs. You can only assign access ports to existing VLANs. 

